BECKET AT THE COUNCIL OF NORTHAMPTON.   3
him of the danger of trying the king too far. He pleaded for
one more day. On the Tuesday morning he undertook to
be present.
His knights had withdrawn from the -monastery, not
daring or not choosing to stand by a prelate who appeared (
to be defying his sovereign. Their place had been taken by
a swarm of mendicants, such as the archbishop had gathered
about him at Canterbury. He prepared for the scene in
which he was to play a part with the art of which he was so
accomplished a master. He professed to expect to be killed. 1C
He rose early. Some of the bishops came to see and re-
monstrate with him: they could not move his resolution)
and they retired. Left to himself, he said the mass of St.
Stephen in which were the words : " The kings of the earth
gtood up, and the rulers took counsel together against the 15
Lord and against his anointed ". He then put on a black
stole and cap, mounted his palfrey, and, followed by a few
monks and surrounded by his guard of beggars, rode at a
foot's pace to the castle, preceded by his cross-bearer.
The royal castle of Northampton was a feudal palace of 20
the usual form.    A massive gateway led into a quadrangle;
across the quadrangle was the entrance of the great hall, at
the upper end of which doors opened into spacious chambers
beyond.    The archbishop alighted at the gate, himself took
his cross in his right hand, and, followed by a small train, 25
passed  through the quadrangle,  and stalked  up  the  hall,
"looking like the lion-man of the prophet's vision".     The
king and the barons were in one chamber, the   bishops in
another.   The archbishop was going in this attitude into the
king's presence, that the court might see the person on whom 30
they dared to sit in judgment;   but  certain  "Templars"
warned him to beware.    He entered  among  his  brethren,
and moved through them to a chair at the upper end of the
room.
He still held his cross.    The   action  was  unusual:  the 35
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